
 

 

 

 

WILSON CENTER PRESENTS CELEBRATION OF SOUTH INDIAN CLASSICAL DANCE 

Bharatanatyam dancer Aparna Ramaswamy to perform full-evening solo They Rose At Dawn 

 

Brookfield, WI (November 7, 2017) A sense of 

reverence, unfolding mystery, and imagination 

awaits audiences in the full-evening solo, They Rose 

At Dawn, performed by classical Bharatanatyam 

Indian dancer Aparna Ramaswamy at the Sharon 

Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts (Wilson Center) on 

Saturday, Nov. 11, 2017, at 8:00 p.m. 

An exploration of women as carriers of ritual 

performed to the live music of a Carnatic musical 

ensemble, tickets for this one-night-only dance experience are $49-$71 (prices subject to increase based on 

demand) and may be purchased online at www.wilson-center.com, via phone at 262-781-9520, or in person at 

the Wilson Center Box Office, located at 19805 W. Capitol Drive in Brookfield’s Mitchell Park. 

Called “thrillingly three-dimensional… rapturous and profound” by The New York Times and selected as one of 

Dance Magazine’s “25 to Watch for,” Ramaswamy is co-artistic director, choreographer, and principal dancer of 

Ragamala Dance Company (Ragamala) with her choreographic partner (and mother) Ranee Ramaswamy. Born in 

India and raised both in India and the United States, Ramaswamy spent four months every year studying and 

performing in Chennai as senior disciple and protégé of legendary dancer/choreographer Alarmél Valli while 

building her own body of work as a dancemaker and performer in the United States. This cultural hybridity has 

given her the perspective to approach her idiom—the South Indian classical dance form of Bharatanatyam—as a 

living, breathing language through which to create works that speak to the contemporary experience. 

Described as “breathing new life into a centuries-old form” and evoking “a spirituality and emotion that comes 

through rhythm, shape, and precision” (Star Tribune), They Rose at Dawn premiered October 6-9, 2015, at The 

Joyce Theater and received a National Dance Project touring subsidy for 16/17. 

Presented as part of the Wilson Center’s 2017/2018 Performing Arts Series, They Rose At Dawn is supported by 

Series Sponsors Enterforce, Godfrey & Kahn S.C., and Krause Funeral Homes & Cremation Services, as well as 

Residency Sponsor Herzfeld Foundation, and Show Media Partner 90.7 Wisconsin Public Radio. The presentation 

of They Rose at Dawn by Aparna Ramaswamy/Ragamala Dance was made possible by the New England 

Foundation for the Arts' National Dance Project, with lead funding from the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation 

and the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, with additional support from the National Endowment for the Arts.  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
For more information, contact: 

Nichole Cooper, Vice President-Marketing & Communications 

773-398-3252 (c) | 262-373-5034 (w) | ncooper@wilson-center.com 
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Full bio and photos available upon request. Photo included with press release by Christopher Pike. 

ABOUT THE SHARON LYNNE WILSON CENTER FOR THE ARTS 

The Sharon Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts is one of the finest multi-disciplinary cultural arts centers in the 

United States, with a mission to be the catalyst for lifelong discovery and exploration of the Arts. Founded in 

2002, the Wilson Center presents performances by world-renowned artists and ensembles; offers arts education 

opportunities; curates the Ploch Art Gallery, which features both national and Wisconsin-based fine artists; and 

extends the arts beyond the walls of the Center through Lynn Chappy ArtsPark—a vibrant, outdoor sculpture 

landscape designed to engage and inspire. Each August, the annual Wilson Center Guitar Competition & Festival 

celebrates the world’s leading classical, rock/blues, jazz, and fingerstyle guitarists. The Wilson Center nurtures 

lifelong learning through innovative programs and classes for all interests, ages, and abilities in state-of-the-art 

studios and classrooms. Some of Southeast Wisconsin’s finest arts organizations offer professional instruction at 

the Wilson Center, including First Stage Theater Academy, Trinity Irish Dancers, and the Wisconsin Conservatory 

of Music. From performances and recitals to meetings and special events, the Wilson Center’s beautiful spaces 

are available for rental to individuals, schools, organizations, and corporations throughout the community. To 

learn more, visit www.wilson-center.com.  

ABOUT APARNA RAMASWAMY 

Described as “thrillingly three-dimensional… rapturous and profound” (The New York Times) and selected as one 

of Dance Magazine’s 25 to Watch for 2010, Aparna Ramaswamy is known as an insightful choreographer and 

explosive performer who actively questions and engages the dynamic tension at the intersection of tradition and 

innovation, ancestral wisdom and creative freedom, idiom and spontaneity. Born in India and raised both in 

India and the United States, Aparna spent four months every year studying and performing in Chennai as senior 

disciple and protégé of legendary dancer/choreographer Alarmél Valli while building her own body of work as a 

dancemaker and performer in the United States. This cultural hybridity has given her the perspective to 

approach her idiom—the South Indian classical dance form of Bharatanatyam—as a living, breathing language 

through which to create works that speak to the contemporary experience. Aparna is Co-Artistic Director, 

Choreographer, and Principal Dancer of Ragamala Dance Company with her choreographic partner (and mother) 

Ranee Ramaswamy. Together they have created their own specific sub-genre that combines a contemporary 

Western aesthetic with an Indian ethos.  Aparna’s choreographic work for Ragamala work has been supported 

by the National Endowment for the Arts, National Dance Project, MAP Fund, Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, 

New Music/USA, and USArtists International, and commissioned/presented by the Walker Art Center, Lincoln 

Center, Krannert Center at the University of Illinois, Clarice Smith Performing Arts Center at the University of 

Maryland, the Arts Center at NYU Abu Dhabi, and Opening Nights Performing Arts at FSU. She has developed 

work in residence at the Magee Allesee National Center for Choreography, the Arts Center at NYU Abu Dhabi, 

and during an NPN residency at The Yard. Aparna has toured extensively, both as a soloist and with Ragamala, 

highlighted by the Kennedy Center, American Dance Festival, Lincoln Center, the Music Center of Los Angeles, 

Chicago Museum of Contemporary Art (Illinois), International Festival of Arts & Ideas (Connecticut), University 

Musical Society at the University of Michigan, the Bali Arts Festival, Open Look Festival in St. Petersburg, Russia, 

Nagoya Kita Bunka Shogekijyo in Japan, the Music Academy in Chennai, India, and the Soorya Festival in Kerala, 

India, and National Centre for Performing Arts in Mumbai, India. Her solo work, presented with live music, has 

toured the U.S. and India with support from the National Dance Project and USArtists International, highlighted 

by Narada Gana Sabha in Chennai and the National Centre for Performing Arts in Mumbai. Most recently, the 

Joyce Theater in New York presented the world premiere of her newest solo work, They Rose at Dawn. Aparna 
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has been awarded several honors, including a 2016 Joyce Award from the Joyce Foundation, a 2016 Doris Duke 

Performing Artist Award, three McKnight Artist Fellowships for Dance and Choreography, a Bush Fellowship for 

Choreography, an Arts and Religion grant funded by the Rockefeller Foundation, choreographic and travel 

support from the Jerome Foundation and Minnesota State Arts Board, and the Lakshmi Vishwanathan 

Endowment Prize from Sri Krishna Gana Sabha (Chennai, India). In addition to her creative work, Aparna is 

committed to inspiring a new generation to think and act innovatively. She has served as guest lecturer at 

colleges and universities throughout the U.S., including Carleton College, Bucknell University, the University of 

Minnesota, Pace University, Lawrence University, and the University of Iowa to spark conversations that 

articulate new possibilities for cultural hybridity in the 21st century. Aparna is an empaneled artist with the 

Indian Council for Cultural Relations of the Government of India. She serves on the Board of Trustees of 

Dance/USA. She has a B.A. in International Relations from Carleton College. 
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