
 

 

 

 

WILSON CENTER PRESIDENT AND CEO LYNN SPRANGERS ANNOUNCES RETIREMENT 

 

Brookfield, WI (December 5, 2017) The Sharon Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts is announcing that President & 

CEO Lynn Sprangers has announced her retirement. Sprangers, who joined the Wilson Center in the summer of 

2016, will step down on December 31. 

 

Sprangers said her decision was influenced by the death of her brother earlier this year. “My brother Henry lived 

with a significant developmental disability and, while his life was much too short, it was filled by love and care of 

so many. His death hit close to home for me and was a reminder of the fragility of life. My family wants to 

determine a means by which we can honor his memory and I am going to be a part of it. We are looking to 

memorialize his too-short life, support the people who contributed to his care, and advocate for people like 

Henry who cannot speak for themselves,” she said. 

 

Sprangers came to Milwaukee in 1983, joining the WTMJ-TV news team. After nearly 20 years in broadcast 

journalism, in 1994, she worked as director of communications in the Milwaukee County Executive’s Office. In 

2000, she joined the Milwaukee Brewers front office where she spent ten years growing the club’s charitable 

arm. She was an executive at Mount Mary University from 2011-2016 before taking on her current role at the 

Wilson Center. “I am so grateful to have had this opportunity to lead a great team at the Wilson Center. It is a 

special place supported by dedicated employees and volunteers, generous donors and an engaged board of 

directors. I will continue to be a strong ambassador for the Center into my retirement,” Sprangers added. 

 

Fred Syrjanen, Chairman of the Wilson Center Board of Directors, said the board is grateful for the enthusiasm 

and professional network Sprangers brought to her work. “Lynn helped tell our story and expanded our reach to 

more people in the community, especially the life-changing impact of our arts education program for thousands 

of area children. She also worked closely with the board and our finance committee to reshape a budget that 

will put the Center on a stronger fiscal path. We thank her for her service and celebrate her retirement,” 

Syrjanen said.  

 

The board has named Megan Huse, Vice President of Development, as interim Executive Director. She has more 

than a decade of development/fundraising experience, including six years at the Wilson Center. Megan received 

a degree in Business Administration from UW-Milwaukee and completed her M.S. in Nonprofit Management 

and Leadership at the Helen Bader Institute. She began her development work interning/volunteering at several 

local non-profits including Meta House and Vince Lombardi Charitable Funds. In 2009, Megan joined Artists 

Working in Education, an organization which provided inner city youth with engaging arts activities. In 2011, she 

joined the Wilson Center as Development Projects Coordinator and moved into increased fundraising roles 
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before becoming Vice President of Development in 2015. Megan helped raise $2.5 million in capital and 

programming funds through the Center’s Expand the Experience Campaign; grew support for The Big Event, the 

Center’s signature fundraiser; increased corporate sponsorships; guided six consecutive years of increases in the 

Annual Fund; and led efforts in developing The Literary Luncheon fundraiser, an event that has had sold out 

attendance for five years.  

 

Chairman Syrjanen said the board is confident that the Sprangers-Huse transition will be a smooth one. “The 

Wilson Center is in good hands. Megan has been a fundraising leader and has built strong ties to sponsors and 

donors. The board views her as a new generation of strong leaders that are emerging in our community.”  

 

Photos and complete bios for Lynn Sprangers and Megan Huse available upon request. 

 

ABOUT THE SHARON LYNNE WILSON CENTER FOR THE ARTS 

The Sharon Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts is one of the finest nonprofit multi-disciplinary cultural arts centers 

in the U.S., with a mission to be the catalyst for lifelong discovery and exploration of the arts. Every year, more 

than 45,000 lives throughout Southeast Wisconsin are enriched through the Wilson Center’s world-class 

performances, arts education programs, festivals, classes, workshops, exhibitions, community celebrations, and 

more. Additionally, each year, more than 10,000 children and students experience the Wilson Center’s Beyond 

the Classroom daytime performances and programs, which are designed to enhance curriculum and engage 

students in learning through the arts. To learn more, visit www.wilson-center.com.  
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