
 

 

 

 

WILSON CENTER PRESENTS ACCLAIMED JESSICA LANG DANCE IN MILWAUKEE PREMIERE 

Residencies, workshops offered for Greater Milwaukee-area students 

 

Brookfield, WI (March 19, 2018) A stunning and stirring evening 

of dance await audiences as the Sharon Lynne Wilson Center for 

the Arts (Wilson Center) welcomes Jessica Lang Dance (JLD) for a 

Milwaukee-area premiere performance on Saturday, Mar. 24, at 

8:00pm.  

Featuring a diverse repertoire that intentionally resists definition, 

the one-night-only performance at the Wilson Center will include 

Lyric Pieces, choreographed by Lang for England’s Birmingham 

Royal Ballet in 2013; glow, commissioned by Jacob’s Pillow in 

2017; Her Road; and The Calling, an excerpt from a longer piece originally premiered by Ailey II in 2006. The 

program also includes Thousand Yard Stare, a dance Lang choreographed about soldiers, war, and PTSD in 2016. 

Lang received guidance from with veterans, therapists, and psychologists who specialize in PTSD for the piece, 

which has been well received by veterans for its authenticity. Tickets for this performance are $49-$71 (prices 

subject to increase based on demand) and may be purchased online at www.wilson-center.com, via phone at 

262-781-9520, or in person at the Wilson Center Box Office, located at 19805 W. Capitol Drive in Brookfield’s 

Mitchell Park. 

JLD Artistic Director and choreographer Jessica Lang is known for incorporating striking design elements while 

transforming classical ballet language into artfully crafted, emotionally engaging contemporary work. Now one 

of the most celebrated choreographers of her generation, Lang is a graduate of the Juilliard School under the 

direction of Benjamin Harkarvy and a former member of Twyla Tharp's company THARP! She has created 

original works for companies including American Ballet Theatre, Pacific Northwest Ballet, Birmingham Royal 

Ballet, the National Ballet of Japan, and Joffrey, among many others. She is the recipient of a 2014 Bessie Award 

and the 2017 Arison Award. Deborah Jowitt of Arts Journal said, “... she has an architect’s eye – not just in terms 

of the structures she builds with moving bodies, but through her use of objects and scenic elements ... The 

effect, as you may imagine, can be entrancing.”  

Noted for her dedication to educational activities, Lang developed a unique curriculum for JLD called LANGuage, 

which is offered as part of the company’s programming on tour and locally in New York City, focusing on the 

Queens community. In collaboration with the Wilson Center’s arts education outreach programs, on  

Friday, Mar. 23, JLD dancers will offer dance workshops for students at Milwaukee Public Schools’ Trowbridge 
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Street School of Great Lakes Studies and 95th Street School, as well as an adaptive movement workshop for Life 

Navigators, an agency that serves teens and adults with cognitive and/or physical disabilities. On Saturday, Mar. 

24, from 11:00am-12:30pm, JLD will also offer a masterclass at the Wilson Center for area college and high-

school students, as well as other upper-level dance students and professionals. While this masterclass is free 

and open to the public, pre-registration is required at www.wilson-center.com/jld-master.class. Arts education 

outreach with JLD company members is made possible by Wilson Center Residency Sponsors Herzfeld 

Foundation and PNC Financial Services. 

Since its founding in 2011, JLD now offers more than 50 performances annually at some of the world’s most 

prestigious performing art centers and festivals, including the Lincoln Center’s White Light Festival, Jacob’s 

Pillow Dance Festival, New York City Center’s Fall for Dance Festival, the John F. Kennedy Center for the 

Performing Arts, the Joyce Theater, and many others.  

Jessica Lang Dance is presented as part of the Wilson Center’s 2017/2018 Performing Arts Series, which is made 

possible by Enterforce, Godfrey & Kahn S.C., and Krause Funeral Homes & Cremation Services. The Wilson 

Center is grateful for the support of Show Media Partner 90.7 WPR. 

(Pictured: Kana Kimura. Photo by Sharon Bradford. Additional photos and full company bio are available upon 

request.) 

ABOUT THE SHARON LYNNE WILSON CENTER FOR THE ARTS 

The Sharon Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts is one of the finest nonprofit, multi-disciplinary cultural arts centers 

in the U.S., with a mission to be the catalyst for lifelong discovery and exploration of the arts. Every year, more 

than 45,000 lives throughout Southeast Wisconsin are enriched through the Wilson Center’s world-class 

performances, arts education programs, festivals, classes, workshops, exhibitions, community celebrations, and 

more. Additionally, each year, more than 10,000 children and students experience the arts at the Wilson Center, 

many of them for the first time. To learn more, visit www.wilson-center.com.  

ABOUT JESSICA LANG DANCE 

Founded in 2011, Jessica Lang Dance (JLD) is a New York City based dance company whose mission is to present 

and perform dance works around the world that immerse global audiences in the beauty of movement and 

music. JLD’s diverse repertoire demonstrates a commitment to artistic collaboration and a style that resists 

categorical definition. The company has performed at premier venues and festivals worldwide including Lincoln 

Center’s White Light Festival, Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival, Brooklyn Academy of Music’s Next Wave Festival, 

New York City Center’s Fall for Dance Festival, the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, the Joyce 

Theater, the Harris Theater for Music and Dance, The Music Center, Winspear Opera House, Tel Aviv Performing 

Arts Center, Helikon Opera and Palacio de Bellas Artes, among others. In the 2017-18 touring season, JLD will be 

presented by venues including The Joyce Theater, Artis-Naples, UMASS Amherst, Carpenter Performing Arts 

Center, DeBartolo Performing Arts Center, White Bird, and SUNY Purchase, among others. In May 2018, JLD will 

premiere a new work celebrating the music and artistry of legendary singer Tony Bennett. JLD is committed to 

engaging and empowering minds of all ages and populations with its Education and Outreach programming. Its 

unique curriculum called LANGuage emphasizes creative thinking and serves a wide variety of communities in 

addition to dance students and pre-professionals, including under-served children, special education youth, 

senior citizens, and veterans. JLD has received numerous grants and funding from organizations including The 
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New York Community Trust, Howard Gilman Foundation, Virginia B. Toulmin Foundation, Rockefeller Brothers 

Fund, the National Endowment for the Arts, New York State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor 

Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York State Legislature, The SHS Foundation, The Shubert Foundation, the 

Jerome Robbins Foundation, the Irving Harris Foundation, the O’Donnell-Green Music and Dance Foundation, 

the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, Harkness Foundation for Dance, Dance/NYC and the 

ArtsCONNECT program of Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation. 
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