
  

KATE AND DON WILSON TO BE CELEBRATED AS RECIPIENTS OF 15TH ANNUAL EDDY AWARD AT BIG EVENT  

Michael Pink, Milwaukee Ballet Will Be Honored with Fifth Annual Educational Excellence Award  

Brookfield, WI (January 17, 2019) The Sharon Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts 

(Wilson Center) is pleased to announce that Kate and Don Wilson will be honored 

with the 15th annual EDDY Award at the Wilson Center’s premier annual arts 

education fundraiser, The Big Event, co-chaired by The Burke Family and Barri and 

Dave Drury on Saturday, June 1, 2019. 

Endowed by Wilson Center supporters Murph and John Burke, the EDDY is presented 

annually by the Wilson Center’s Bridge Committee to an arts organization, 

corporation, or individual(s) whose commitment to regional collaboration has created 

a higher standard of excellence in arts and arts education. In presenting the 2019 

EDDY Award, the Wilson Center will celebrate Kate and Don’s commitment to raising 

Milwaukee’s profile in the arts and culture community through their support of many 

local institutions, endeavors, and causes.  

“We can think of no nobler way to celebrate the 15th anniversary of the EDDY Award 

than by honoring Kate and Don. Their support of the arts across Greater Milwaukee has left an enduring mark on our 

community. The Wilson Center has been especially blessed with their service leadership,” said Wilson Center Executive 

Director Anna M. Thompson. Conceived in 1993, it was the vision of the original leaders that the Wilson Center would 

enhance the schools and overall quality of life in Brookfield. In May of 1998, a defining gift from the Wilson family 

breathed new life into the project. Now in its 17th season, the Wilson Center annually welcomes 45,000 people, including 

more than 10,000 students every year—many of whom are being introduced to the arts for the first time. 

Kate and Don have supported the renovation of the Wilson Theatre at Vogel Hall at the Marcus Center for the 

Performing Arts, improving accessibility and comfort for audiences. They also funded the home of the Artists in 

Residence of the Florentine Opera Company, Casa di Opera, providing living quarters for the next generation of opera 

singers. Their true gift has been their tireless enthusiasm in creating a thriving “fine arts freeway” from the lake to the 

lake country. They share a dedication to volunteering and serving on boards, with affiliations that include the Milwaukee 

Symphony Orchestra, Ten Chimneys, Life Navigators, Elmbrook Rotary Club, Wisconsin Economic Education Council, 

Potawatomi Council of the Boy Scots of America, FMI Soccer Club, Junior League of Wisconsin, and Creative Alliance 

Milwaukee. They also have deep affiliation with St. Marcus and other choice schools, ACTS Housing, and Milwaukee 

Film. Kate also established the Kathleen A. Wilson Voice Scholarship for Divine Savior Holy Angels High School and is 

currently the President of the Florentine Opera Board of Directors. 

 “The Wilsons’ core belief that the arts and arts education are vital to our quality of life embodies the spirit of this award, 

and we are excited that we will have this opportunity to thank them for all they have done for the Wilson Center in our 

Greater Milwaukee community,” said Thompson. 

**FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE** 
For more information, contact: 

Nichole Cooper, Vice President-Marketing & Communications 

Office: 262-373-5034, Cell: 773-398-3252, Email: ncooper@wilson-center.com 
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Kate and Don will join a distinguished list of past EDDY Award honorees: Milwaukee Youth Arts Center (2005), Christine 

Harris & AFTA Convention (2006), Mario Costantini and Deb Farris - Danceworks, Inc./MadHot Ballroom and Tap (2007), 

SHARP Literacy and Marlene Doerr (2008), Skylight Opera Theatre (2009), Marcus Corporation (2010), Jill Morin and Julia 

Taylor and Creativity Works! (2011), Latino Arts Strings and Mariachi Juvenil (2012), Carlene Ziegler (2013), Marianne 

and Sheldon Lubar (2014), Jodi Peck (2015), Donna and Donald Baumgartner (2016), Claire and Glenn Hackman (2017), 

and Bud and Sue Selig (2018).  

The 2019 Big Event also will mark the fifth year for the presentation of the Educational Excellence Award, which 

recognizes organizational achievement of a nonprofit that exemplifies collaboration in the arts. For its mission to create 

a rich and diverse community through inspiring dance performances, education, and community engagement, the 

Wilson Center Bridge Committee has selected Milwaukee Ballet and Artistic Director Michael Pink as the recipient of 

this award. Past recipients have included Florentine Opera Company (2015), First Stage (2016), Milwaukee Youth 

Symphony Orchestra (2017), and Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra Arts in Community Education/ACE (2018). 

The major channel through which the Wilson Center raises funds for its arts education programs that impact the lives of 

more than 10,000 students from Southeast Wisconsin each year, The Big Event will take place on June 1, 2019. This all-

inclusive event will feature a pre-party with entertainment, art experiences, cocktails, and small plates; voice auctions; a 

performance; and a post-party with music, dancing, late-night food, cocktails, and more. The Big Event is made possible 

through the support of Presenting Sponsors Fiduciary Management, Inc. and T&M Partners, and Media Partner 

Milwaukee Business Journal. For more information, visit wilson-center.com/the-big-event.  

(Pictured, top photo: 2019 EDDY Award recipients Don and Kate Wilson; bottom photo: 2019 Educational Excellence 

Award recipient Milwaukee Ballet Artistic Director Michael Pink, photo by Timothy O’Donnell) 

ABOUT THE SHARON LYNNE WILSON CENTER FOR THE ARTS 

As a multidisciplinary nonprofit cultural arts facility with a 17-year history of excellence, it is the mission of the Sharon 

Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts to serve as a catalyst for lifelong discovery and exploration of the arts. Situated in 

Brookfield's beautiful Mitchell Park, the Wilson Center is recognized as a cultural anchor in the Greater Milwaukee 

community and focuses on three main disciplines: performing arts, arts education, and visual arts. Conceived in 1993 as 

the Elmbrook Center for the Arts, it was the vision of the original leaders that the Center would enhance the schools and 

overall quality of life in Brookfield. In May of 1998, a defining gift from the Wilson family in memory of Sharon Lynne 

Wilson breathed new life into the project, and the corporate name was changed to the Sharon Lynne Wilson Center for 

the Arts. Since opening in 2002, the Wilson Center has continued to celebrate its five core values of excellence, 

innovation, passion, stewardship and collaboration through a diverse array of premier performances, educational 

programs, classes, festivals and special events. The Wilson Center annually welcomes more than 45,000 people, 

including more than 10,000 students every year—many of whom are being introduced to the arts for the first time. 

Through arts education programs such as Beyond the Classroom, ArtsReach, and Arts Camp: The Art of Nature, as well 

as year-round visual art classes and exhibitions, the Wilson Center promotes lifelong learning and access to the arts for 

children, teens, families, and adults. 

ABOUT THE WILSON CENTER BRIDGE COMMITTEE 

The Bridge Committee, comprised of regional arts and community leaders, is committed to supporting the Wilson 

Center’s efforts to strengthen the impact of regional collaboration for the long-term viability of the arts in Southeastern 

Wisconsin. The 2018-2019 Co-Chairs are Sarah Smith Pancheri (Summerfest) and Julie Steinhafel (Community 

Ambassador), and committee members include Murph Burke (Community Ambassador), Marybeth Budisch (Sabljak & 

Budisch), Betsy Corry (First Stage), Peter Damsgaard (Groth Design Group), Steve Einhorn (Capital Midwest Fund), Scott 

Emmons (UW-Milwaukee), Josh Hoppert (Milwaukee Record), Megan Huse (Sharon Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts), 

Maggie Kuhn Jacobus (MKJ Communications), Mark Kass (Milwaukee Business Journal), Glenn Kleiman (88Nine Radio 
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Milwaukee), Tracey Klein (Polsinelli), Heidi Lofy (Marcus Center), Susan Longhenry (Haggerty Museum of Art), Carrie 

Matteson (Fiber Seal of Milwaukee), George Meyer (Kahler Slater), Mark Niehaus (Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra), 

Andy Nunemaker (Community Ambassador), Tanya Paul (Milwaukee Art Museum), Erik Richardson (United Performing 

Arts Fund), Mark Sabljak (Sabljak & Budisch), Christopher Steinhafel (WiRED Properties), Anna M. Thompson (Sharon 

Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts), Jan Wade (WISN-TV), Kate Wilson (Community Ambassador), and Laurie Winters 

(Museum of Wisconsin Art). 

ABOUT KATE AND DON WILSON 

For more than 15 years, Kate and Don Wilson have poured their hearts and souls into charitable giving in Southeast 

Wisconsin, not only giving of their financial resources, but extensively of their time. Many organizations throughout 

Southeast Wisconsin are supported by the Wilson’s dedication to volunteering and serving on boards. Kate and Don 

have been married since 1997 and established the Wilson Family Foundation so that the entire family—Bradley Wilson, 

Katharine Lockwood, and Jennifer Healy, and the 12 grandchildren—may share in making decisions to help create a 

better future through supporting arts and education. 

Kate attended Cardinal Stritch College and has been a resident of Milwaukee for more than 70 years. Awards and 

commendations include the Governors Award for the Arts (2002), Kairos Award – The Haggerty Museum (2005), Family 

of the Year Waukesha Womens and Girls Fund (2006), Association for Non Profits Award (2009), and Lifestyle Navigators 

Award for Community Service (2011). As a lifelong music/voice student, Kate established the Kathleen A. Wilson Voice 

Scholarship for Divine Savior Holy Angels High School in 1997. Kate’s extensive volunteer experience includes Milwaukee 

Symphony Orchestra League and Board of Directors, Florentine Opera Guild and Board of Directors, Junior League of 

Wisconsin, Pfister Artist in Residence Program Selection Committee, Sculpture Milwaukee, Ten Chimneys Foundation, 

and Creative Alliance Milwaukee. She presently serves as the President of the Florentine Opera Company Board of 

Directors. 

Don is a graduate of Northwestern University (Weinberg College of Arts & Sciences, 1965, and Kellogg School of 

Management, 1967), and in 2012, he was bestowed the Northwestern University Alumni Association Alumni Services to 

Society Award, given to an alumnus who exhibits exceptional advancement of causes or ideas that improve society. In 

1980, he co-founded Fiduciary Management, Inc. (FMI); he retired in 2009, with more than $13 billion in assets under 

FMI management. Don’s civic volunteer affiliations include: Elmbrook Rotary Club (Charter member and Past President); 

Wisconsin Economic Education Council (Board of Directors since 1992); Potawatomi Council of the Boy Scouts of 

America (Investment Committee since 1995); and Founder, President, and sponsor of FMI Soccer Club, which is a private 

501(c)(3) youth soccer club.  

ABOUT MILWAUKEE BALLET 

Founded in 1970, Milwaukee Ballet transforms lives and connects communities through inspiring performance, 

community engagement, education, and training. Milwaukee Ballet hosts an international company of dancers and is 

one of the few companies in the nation to maintain its own orchestra. Under the leadership of Artistic Director Michael 

Pink, Milwaukee Ballet has earned a reputation as a home for new work, presenting five full length world premieres and 

discovering new talent through Genesis, its international choreographic competition. Milwaukee Ballet School & 

Academy is the only professional dance school in the Midwest accredited by the National Association of Schools of 

Dance (NASD). Milwaukee Ballet’s award-winning Community Engagement department serves nearly 40,000 people in 

Southeast Wisconsin each year through original, interactive programs such as Tour de Force, its ballet classes for 

children with special needs; sensory-friendly performances; and Ballet Beat, a series of free performances and 

workshops in summer. Milwaukee Ballet celebrates its 50th Anniversary next year in the 2019-20 season, when they will 

move into their new headquarters, the Baumgartner Center for Dance. 



ABOUT MICHAEL PINK 

Michael Pink is the longest serving Artistic Director in Milwaukee Ballet history. Since joining the Company in December 

of 2002, he has established himself as a prominent member of the Milwaukee arts community, demonstrating his 

commitment to the future of dance through new work, education, and collaboration. Pink is internationally celebrated 

for his ability to combine compelling storytelling with stunning choreography. Known as a “master storyteller,” his 

theatrical productions of Dracula, Esmeralda, Swan Lake, Giselle, The Sleeping Beauty, Cinderella, Romeo & Juliet, La 

Bohème, Don Quixote, Mirror Mirror, Dorian Gray, and Beauty and the Beast have been hailed as “Classical Ballet for the 

21st Century.” His long-awaited production of Peter Pan signified a major landmark in the Company’s history and was 

broadcast nationally by PBS in spring of 2014, and his Romeo & Juliet was also broadcast by MPBS. Pink trained as a 

classical dancer at The Royal Ballet School and danced with English National Ballet 1975 to 1985. He has worked as 

répétiteur for Rudolf Nureyev at the Paris Opera and La Scala Milan. Pink was the Founding Director of Ballet Central in 

London; he also served as associate artistic director of the Northern Ballet Theatre. He continues to build strong working 

relationships with Milwaukee Arts groups, where his credits include A Christmas Carol, Assassins, Cabaret, and Next to 

Normal for Milwaukee Repertory Theater, and Chitty Chitty Bang Bang and Matilda for First Stage. He also 

choreographed Peter and the Wolf, a combined production from Milwaukee Ballet School & Academy, First Stage, and 

Milwaukee Youth Symphony Orchestra. 
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