
 

 

 

 

DYNAMIC SPHINX VIRTUOSI TO PERFORM 20TH ANNIVERSARY CONCERT AT WILSON CENTER 

Concerti per Venti Program Features Nation’s Top Black and Latino Classical Soloists 

 

Brookfield, WI (October 12, 2017) A celebration of concerti through 

the ages awaits audiences as the dynamic and diverse Sphinx Virtuosi 

bring their 20th Anniversary tour to the Sharon Lynne Wilson Center 

for the Arts (Wilson Center) on Friday, Oct. 27, at 8:00 p.m. 

Comprised of 18 of the nation’s top Black and Latino classical soloists, 

alumni of the internationally renowned Sphinx Competition come 

together each fall as cultural ambassadors to reach new audiences. 

From Baroque to modern day, this year’s exciting Concerti per Venti 

program has something for every listener, including the newly 

commissioned Guardian of the Horizon: Concerto Grosso for Violin, 

Cello, and Strings, by award-winning composer Jimmy Lopez (co-commissioned by the Sphinx Organization, with 

the support of Linda and Stuart Nelson, Carnegie Hall, and New World Center in honor of Sphinx’s 20th 

Anniversary Celebration); Delights and Dances by Michael Abels, a three-movement work for string quartet and 

string orchestra (commissioned by Sphinx in 2012); Concerto Grosso by Vaughan Williams; and Beethoven’s 

timeless Grosse Fugue. Tickets for this one-night-only concert are $25-$39 (prices subject to increase based on 

demand) and may be purchased online at www.wilson-center.com, via phone at 262-781-9520, or in person at 

the Wilson Center Box Office, located at 19805 W. Capitol Drive in Brookfield’s Mitchell Park. 

This unique ensemble earned rave reviews from The New York Times during its highly acclaimed 2004 debut at 

Carnegie Hall. Allan Kozinn described their performance as “first-rate in every way” and “the ensemble 

produced a more beautiful, precise and carefully shaped sound than some fully professional orchestras that 

come through Carnegie Hall in the course of the year.” The Sphinx Virtuosi have returned to Carnegie Hall 

annually since 2006 performing to sold-out halls and earning outstanding reviews each year.  

At once a bridge between minority communities and the classical music establishment, the Sphinx Virtuosi 

continue to garner critical acclaim during their annual national tours to many of the leading venues around the 

country. New York Concert Review calls Sphinx Virtuosi “… brilliant, fierce, dedicated, and inspiring … celebrating 

the eve of their twentieth year of standing as a sort of rebuke to the hidebound institutions of classical music—

insisting on representation, participation, education, and development of Black and Latino musicians … 

beautifully played … absolutely haunting.” 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
For more information, contact: 

Nichole Cooper, Vice President-Marketing & Communications 

773-398-3252 (c) | 262-373-5034 (w) | ncooper@wilson-center.com 
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Held every year in Detroit, Michigan, the Sphinx Competition is open to all junior high, high school, and college-

age Black and Latino string players residing in the United States. The Sphinx Competition offers young Black and 

Latino classical string players a chance to compete under the guidance of an internationally renowned panel of 

judges and to perform with established professional musicians in a competition setting. Its primary goals are to 

encourage, develop, and recognize classical music talent in the Black and Latino communities. 

The 2017 Sphinx Virtuosi national tour is made possible by their lead corporate sponsor, JPMorgan Chase. 

Sphinx Virtuosi’s October 27th performance is part of the Wilson Center’s 2017/2018 Performing Arts Series and 

is made possible by the support of Wilson Center Residency Sponsor Herzfeld Foundation. 

Full bio and photos available upon request. Sphinx Virtuosi photo included with release by Kevin Kennedy. 

ABOUT THE SHARON LYNNE WILSON CENTER FOR THE ARTS 

The Sharon Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts is one of the finest multi-disciplinary cultural arts centers in the 

United States, with a mission to be the catalyst for lifelong discovery and exploration of the Arts. Founded in 

2002, the Wilson Center presents performances by world-renowned artists and ensembles; offers arts education 

opportunities; curates the Ploch Art Gallery, which features both national and Wisconsin-based fine artists; and 

extends the arts beyond the walls of the Center through Lynn Chappy ArtsPark—a vibrant, outdoor sculpture 

landscape designed to engage and inspire. Each August, the annual Wilson Center Guitar Competition & Festival 

celebrates the world’s leading classical, rock/blues, jazz, and fingerstyle guitarists. The Wilson Center nurtures 

lifelong learning through innovative programs and classes for all interests, ages, and abilities in state-of-the-art 

studios and classrooms. Some of Southeast Wisconsin’s finest arts organizations offer professional instruction at 

the Wilson Center, including First Stage Theater Academy, Trinity Irish Dancers, and the Wisconsin Conservatory 

of Music. From performances and recitals to meetings and special events, the Wilson Center’s beautiful spaces 

are available for rental to individuals, schools, organizations, and corporations throughout the community. To 

learn more, visit www.wilson-center.com.  

ABOUT SPHINX VIRTUOSI 

The Sphinx Virtuosi is one of the nation's most dynamic professional chamber orchestras. Comprised of 18 of the 

nation’s top Black and Latino classical soloists, these alumni of the internationally renowned Sphinx Competition 

come together each fall as cultural ambassadors to reach new audiences. This unique ensemble earned rave 

reviews from The New York Times during its highly acclaimed debut at Carnegie Hall in December 2004. Allan 

Kozinn described their performance as “first-rate in every way” and “the ensemble produced a more beautiful, 

precise and carefully shaped sound than some fully professional orchestras that come through Carnegie Hall in 

the course of the year.” The Sphinx Virtuosi have returned to Carnegie Hall annually since 2006 performing to 

sold-out halls and earning outstanding reviews from The New York Times each year. At once a bridge between 

minority communities and the classical music establishment, the Sphinx Virtuosi continue to garner critical 

acclaim during their annual national tours to many of the leading venues around the country. Inspired by 

Sphinx’s overarching mission, the Sphinx Virtuosi works to advance diversity in classical music while engaging 

young and new audiences through performances of varied repertoire. Masterpieces by Bach, Tchaikovsky, 

Vivaldi and Mozart are performed alongside the more seldom presented works by composers of color, including 

Coleridge-Taylor Perkinson, George Walker, Michael Abels, and Astor Piazzolla, among others. Members of the 

Sphinx Virtuosi have performed as soloists with America's major orchestras, including the New York 

Philharmonic, Cleveland, Detroit, Atlanta, Philadelphia, Seattle, and Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestras. Members 
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also hold professional orchestral positions, and several have been named Laureates of other prestigious 

international competitions, including the Queen Elizabeth and Yehudi Menuhin. Roster members have 

completed and continue to pursue their advanced studies at the nation’s top music schools, including Juilliard, 

Curtis, Eastman, Peabody, Harvard, and the University of Michigan. The Sphinx Virtuosi’s first recording was 

released in 2011 on the White Pine label and features music of Mendelssohn, Sibelius, Gabriela Lena Frank, and 

George Walker. To learn more, visit www.sphinxmusic.org/sphinx-virtuosi.  
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