
 

 
 

SHARON LYNNE WILSON CENTER FOR THE ARTS ANNOUNCES SECOND ANNUAL 
WILSON CENTER GUITAR COMPETITION & FESTIVAL  

Multi-genre competition features $22,000 in cash prizes  
and solo artist opportunities for first prize winners 

 
Brookfield, WI (February 14, 2014) The Sharon Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts is pleased to announce 
the second annual Wilson Center Guitar Competition & Festival to take place August 14-16, 2014 at the 
Wilson Center, located within Mitchell Park in Brookfield, Wisconsin, just minutes west of Milwaukee.   
 
The multi-genre competition features four different categories—Rock/Blues, Fingerstyle, Jazz, and 
Classical—and is now open to guitarists of all ages. The semi-final and final rounds of the competition will be 
judged by a panel of renowned artists from each genre, including Rene Izquierdo, an internationally 
renowned classical guitar soloist; John Stropes, legendary fingerstyle guitarist and educator at the Peck 
School of the Arts; Don Linke, esteemed jazz guitarist and educator; and internationally-acclaimed Nuevo 
flamenco guitarist Jesse Cook, who is also a featured performer. 
 
Awards 
Prizes awarded in each category include: $3,000 cash prize to first place winners; $1,500 award for second 
prize; and third prize will receive a $1,000 award.  
 
Featured Performance & Ticket Information 
The Competition & Festival weekend will culminate with a performance by Jesse Cook, on Saturday, 
August 16 in the Gerlach Outdoor Theater, located on the grounds of the Wilson Center. First place 
competition winners in each genre will be showcased in solo performances beginning at 7 pm, followed 
by Mr. Cook at 7:30 pm. 
 
Tickets are on sale now and are available by calling the Wilson Center Box Office at 262-781-9520 or at 
wilson-center.com.  Premium Lawn Tickets are $35, and Regular Lawn Tickets are $20.  
 
Wilson Center Guitar Competition Application Process 
The Wilson Center Guitar Competition will take place in two phases: performance video submission and 
invitation-only live performance semi-final and final rounds in Brookfield, Wisconsin. A non-refundable 
application fee of $35 is required to apply, no exceptions. All applications must be received by midnight 
(CDT) on May 31, 2014. Applicants may apply in a maximum of two different categories, but will be required 
to submit an application fee for both.  
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
For more information, contact: 
Jennifer Bauer (262) 373-5034 

jbauer@wilson-center.com 
 
 



Applicants must submit a performance video of two contrasting works (outlined in the repertoire guidelines 
listed below) either by DVD or YouTube.com, with the video marked as public or unlisted. Videos may be 
submitted beginning February 21, 2014.   
 

Jurors will select semi-finalists from the pool of YouTube.com and DVD applications who will be invited to 
perform in the live semi-final round at the Wilson Center. The number of competitors advancing to the final 
round will be determined by the semi-final round adjudicators.  To ensure the integrity of the competition, 
both the semi-final and final round auditions will be blind, with jurors seated behind a screen so that they 
are not able to identify competitors.  Semi-final and final round performances are open to the general 
public.  
 

For complete details on how to apply, as well as competition rules and regulations, please visit 
www.WilsonCenterGuitarCompetition.com. 
 

Competition Repertoire Requirements 
 

Preliminary Round - The total amount of time for these two (2) pieces cannot exceed a maximum of 10 
minutes in length.  

 
Rock/Blues Repertoire Requirements –  

§ Two (contrasting styles) solo selections of candidate’s choice  
 

Fingerstyle Repertoire Requirements –  
§ Two (contrasting styles) solo selections of candidate’s choice  

 
Jazz Repertoire Requirements –  

§ Two (contrasting styles) solo selections of candidate’s choice  
 

Classical Repertoire Requirements –  
§ Two (contrasting styles) solo selections of candidate’s choice  

 
Semi-Final Round - The total amount of time for these two (2) pieces cannot exceed a maximum of 10 
minutes in length.  
 

Rock/Blues Repertoire Requirements –  
§ “Frankenstein” by The Edgar Winter Group  
§ Solo Selection of candidate’s choice  

 
Fingerstyle Repertoire Requirements –  

§ “Ragamuffin” by Michael Hedges  
§ Solo selection of candidate’s choice  

 
Jazz Repertoire Requirements –  

§ “Moose the Mooch” by Charlie Parker  
§ One solo selection of candidate’s choice  

 
Classical Repertoire Requirements –  

§ “Madroños” by Federico Moreno Torroba  
§ Solo selection of candidate’s choice  

 
Final Round – The total amount of time for these two (2) pieces cannot exceed a maximum of 15 minutes in 
length.  
 



Rock/Blues Repertoire Requirements –  
§ Two (contrasting styles) solo selections of candidate’s choice  

 
Fingerstyle Repertoire Requirements –  

§ Two (contrasting styles) solo selections of candidate’s choice  
 

Jazz Repertoire Requirements –  
§ Two (contrasting styles) solo selections of candidate’s choice  

 
Classical Repertoire Requirements –  

§ Two (contrasting styles) solo selections of candidate’s choice  
	  
 
Featured Performer Biography 
Jesse Cook 
Saturday, August 16, 2014 at 7:30 pm 
Gerlach Outdoor Theater 
First place winners in each category will open the performance at 7 pm. 
 

Spending the summer of 2011 cottage hopping with his family, Jesse Cook set about writing new material for 
The Blue Guitar Sessions, his eighth studio album released in September 2011.  For the Toronto resident, 
who was born in Paris to John Cook, a film director, and his wife Heather, a former CBC television producer, 
this record is much different from the rumba flamenco for which he is best known.  Indeed, he has been a 
leading proponent of the genre since bursting onto the world music scene with 1995’s Tempest.  Among his 
many accolades, in 2008, he won the silver medal in Acoustic Guitar magazine’s prestigious Players’ Choice 
Awards behind the legendary Paco De Lucia.   
 
Cook has steered clear of anything resembling flamenco on this record, producing a sound that allows 
listeners to appreciate each musician’s contribution.  The result is a captivating 14-track album recorded on 
a pair of vintage microphones, which he had exhaustively searched for to replicate the mood of recordings 
from the Miles Davis era.  Sound is of the utmost importance to him as a musician, producer, and engineer.   
 
About The Sharon Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts 
Now in its 12th season, the Sharon Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts is a non-profit, multi-disciplinary 
cultural arts center that presents performances by world-renowned artists and ensembles, offers myriad arts 
education opportunities, and curates an ever-changing art gallery featuring nationally renowned artists.  
  

Recognized as one of Southeast Wisconsin’s most important cultural anchors, the Wilson Center has achieved 
widespread recognition for its eclectic programming featuring internationally acclaimed artists and 
ensembles. Audra McDonald, Pilobolus, Mandy Patinkin & Patti LuPone, Mark Morris Dance Group, The King’s 
Singers, Jane Monheit, John Pizzarelli, Rosanne Cash, Parsons Dance, Brian Stokes Mitchell, Jesse Cook and 
many more artists have graced the Wilson Center’s stage as part of its Performing Arts Series.  
 

As an integral part of its mission, the Wilson Center promotes lifelong learning in the arts, offering 
innovative programs and classes for children, teens, and adults of all abilities in state-of-the-art studios and 
classrooms. Many of southeast Wisconsin’s finest arts organizations have partnered with the Center to offer 
professional instruction on-site, including Danceworks, Inc., First Stage Theater Academy, and the Wisconsin 
Conservatory of Music.   
 

The Center’s acclaimed Ploch Art Gallery presents five rotating exhibitions each year, showcasing Wisconsin 



fine artists that have achieved national acclaim.  The Wilson Center also presents one of the Midwest’s most 
distinguished art festivals, the Hidden River Art Festival, which features 100 of the Midwest’s finest artists.   
 

The Wilson Center for the Arts is just minutes west of Milwaukee, nestled in Brookfield’s Mitchell Park 
south of 198th and Capitol Drive. For additional information about the Wilson Center and its 
programming, visit Wilson-Center.com or call (262) 781-9470.  
 

### 


