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JOIN FRIENDS of the Wilson Center as we tour one of the world’s most extraordinary sculpture gardens and art festivals. Meijer 

Sculpture Gardens is an internationally-acclaimed, 30-acre top cultural destination featuring nearly 300 permanent works as well 

as special exhibitions.  ArtPrize is an international event in which three square miles of downtown Grand Rapids become an open 

playing field where art from around the world pops up in every inch of downtown. Offering a $200,000 grand prize, ArtPrize attracts 

an international collection of world-class artists whose work is unorthodox, undeniably intriguing, and downright fabulous.

WE START OUR journey with first-class tickets aboard the Lake Express Ferry and enjoy a picnic lunch while crossing Lake  

Michigan. A private coach takes us to Grand Rapids for check-in to deluxe accommodations at the classic, historic Amway Grand 

Plaza Hotel. We will enjoy cocktails, a private dinner, and breath-taking views from the top floor of the hotel in a private dining 

room above the hotel’s acclaimed restaurant, Cygnus 27.
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DAY TWO takes us to Meijer Sculpture Gardens and includes a docent led tour, tram ride, and lunch. Ranked in the top 100 

most-visited art museums worldwide, Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park is an international destination. The sculpture 

program features works by established and emerging sculptors from the Modern tradition to the present. See masterpieces by a 

who’s who of the art world, including Carrier-Belluese, Degas, and Rodin. The ArtPrize-timed exhibition “Tradition and Innovation: 

Japanese Ceramics Now” showcases contemporary Japanese ceramic artists. From the functional to the sculptural, approximately 

twenty carefully selected works that acknowledge tradition but embrace the avant-garde will be on display in the sculpture  

galleries. Based on a national search and selection process taking place in Japan, this highly unique exhibition is co-curated by  

the famed Shigaraki Ceramic Cultural Park in the Shiga Prefecture, Japan and Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park. 

AFTER A GROUP LUNCH in the Hauenstein room at Meijer, we take a short drive to enjoy a private, docent-led tour of the ArtPrize 

installation SENSE at Grand Rapids’ Urban Institute of Contemporary Arts.  This year, UICA has selected six site-responsive  

projects to showcase in six distinct locations within UICA’s exhibition space. The work included in SENSE engages that which is at 

the root of all experience, the things that make us who we are, that allow us to experience and learn from the world around us and may 

activate any number of the senses. Guests are encouraged to consider their own sensory experience when responding to the work. 

OUR PRIVATE DINNER at the Chop House, another of Grand Rapids’ top restaurants, is a perfect time to relax and talk about the day.
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OUR FINAL DAY in Grand Rapids takes us to the Grand Rapids Art Museum for a private, docent-led tour. GRAM is one of the 

premiere ArtPrize venues and is known for hosting some of the strongest work in this international art competition; Public Vote 

Grand Prize winners in 2010, 2012, and 2014, and the Juried Grand Prize winner in 2014. GRAM was also shortlisted for the honor 

of Best Venue in 2013 and 2014. This year’s ArtPrize installation, entitled Nature/Nurture is a thematic exhibition of work from 

artists across the globe that explores the reality of every-day life and the complex character of identity. Nature/Nurture will also 

investigate the numerous ways in which artists address the themes of nature and nurture separate from one another. This  

exhibition will explore this theme in its broadest sense, and will serve as a framework for exhibiting and interpreting a wide  

range of different works of art. 

ENJOY some post-tour free time for lunch on your own. Our late afternoon journey home aboard the Lake Express will be a  

perfect way to bid adieu to Michigan.

Itinerary subject to change.
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Registration From: Wilson Center Tour 2015

Meijer Sculpture Gardens and ArtPrize

Grand Rapids, MI September 23-25, 2015

$1,150 per person double occupancy  $175 single supplement

Register early – limited space is available!

Name: Last                                                              First                                                              Middle                                                              

Name: Last                                                              First                                                              Middle                                                              

Phone: Cell (      )                                                                                               Home (      )                                                                                   

Address:                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

City:                                                                                  State:                                                                       Zip:                                                

Email Address:                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Emergency Contact Name and Cell Number:                                                                                                                                                  

I/We select full program $1,150                           , single occupancy $175 additional.

Travel cancellation insurance is offered by Travel Guard. If you choose to purchase insurance please call them directly at  

1-800-826-1300 to make arrangements OR 

(   ) I decline trip cancellation insurance and understand that I assume all risks of trip cancellation. I have thoroughly read the 

terms and conditions listed below and agree to abide by the stated cancellation, deposit and payment policies. I/we understand 

that all travelers must sign and date this form.

Signature(s)                                                                                                                    Date                                                                              

I enclose $                         for the trip for                          person(s). A $500 deposit is required to hold your reservation.  

Final payment is due by September 1, 2015.

       Check made out to the Sharon Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts. 

      I prefer to pay by credit card.         Visa         Mastercard         Discover         American Express

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 Name as it appears on card                    Card Number

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 Expiration                    CV Code                     Signature

Return signed form and payment to the Sharon Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts, 19805 West Capitol Drive, Brookfield, WI 53045.  



FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT LISA DIETZ AT 262-617-3771

Sharon Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts  

Meijer Sculpture Gardens and ArtPrize Tour in Grand Rapids, MI  September 23-25, 2015

Terms and Conditions

Inclusions: roundtrip ferry passage aboard the Lake Express to Muskegon, MI, with coach transfer to and from Grand Rapids, MI. Two nights deluxe accommodation at the Amway 

Grand Hotel, rooms are non-smoking. Docent led tours of the Meijer Sculpture Gardens, Urban Institute of Contemporary Arts, and Grand Rapids Art Museum. Two dinners and 

two lunches. Ground transfers between locations as required.  

Land tour and hotel cancellation:

60 to 31 days 75% of cost plus any non-refundable expenses. 30 days or less, including departure dates – 100% penalty. No refund for no-show or trip interruption. Penalties are 

enforced by hotel and program providers. Insurance is suggested.

Travel cancellation insurance is offered directly through Travel Guard. Please call them directly at 1-800-826-1300 to make arrangements. 

Responsibility:

The Sharon Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts (SLWCA)acts as an independent contractor and arranges travel related services. The SLWCA does not in any manner directly provide 

accommodations, transportation, meals, or other travel related services.

The SLWCA shall not be liable for any loss, damage or injury to person or property on any delayed departures, missed carried connections, substitutions or accommodations of 

common carrier equipment, termination of service, changes in fares or for cancellation of reservations which are beyond our control and without notice. The SLWCA reserves the 

right to alter the itinerary as may be necessary with or without notice. Individuals who are part of this tour release principals from all liability for personal injury or loss/damage in 

connection with the tour.

A $500 deposit is required to hold your reservation. Final payment is due by September 1, 2015. Excess baggage charges, laundry, items of a personal nature, expenses for  

additional sightseeing not specified in the itinerary, wine or liquor unless indicated, travel insurance are not included in the price quoted.

For questions contact The Sharon Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts, attention Lisa Dietz 262-617-3771 or Megan Huse 262-373-5020.


